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Victorian Tenpin Bowling Association (VicTenpins) – State Awards 

General 

Name 

The name shall be the Victorian Tenpin Bowling Association State Awards (the State Awards) 

Objective 

The objective for establishing the State Awards is to recognise those outstanding individuals who can be held up as role models for the sport of tenpin bowling in Victoria.  Specifically: 

· Athletes who have demonstrated sustained performances at the highest levels in the sport of tenpin bowling for the year of nomination; 

· Administrators, Officials, Coaches and Volunteers who have made an extraordinary, inspirational and dedicated personal contribution to tenpin bowling and its development in Victoria. 

Scope 

Recognition through State Awards relates to an individual’s or team’s participation under the umbrella of Victorian Tenpin Bowling Association, Tenpin Bowling Australia (TBA) or its affiliates.

Recognition of State Award Winners 

Recipients of a Victorian Tenpin Bowling Association State Award will be recognised at the annual VicTenpins Awards Ceremony held in conjunction with the Victorian State Championships.  
The current home of the State Award Winners will be the VicTenpins website, where information about winners will be presented.  The State Awards does not yet have a physical home. The information to be provided in the State Awards area will be: 

· The names of the individuals, the year of their award and the category.

Process 

Nomination Eligibility 

Nominations for the Victorian Tenpin Bowling Association State Awards can only be in the following;

· Junior Bowler of the Year -Male and Female (Must not have attained the age of  18 by 1st January in the year of nomination)

· Youth Bowler of the Year -Male and Female (Must not have attained the age of 23 by 1st January in the year of nomination)

· Adult Bowler of the Year -Male and Female (Must be 18 or over in the year of nomination)

· Senior Bowler of the Year -Male and Female (Must be turning 50 or over in the year of nomination)

· Disabilities Bowler of the Year  (Must meet the criteria as defined by TBA)

· Coach of the Year (Must be currently TBA Accredited)

· Representative Team of the Year (No age restrictions)

· Volunteer of the year (No restrictions)

· Gold Award (Nominated by the Victorian Tenpin Bowling Association Board only)

Nominated individuals or teams must be, or have been, active members of a Victorian Tenpin Bowling Association, in conjunction with Tenpin Bowling Australia (TBA) or its affiliates, during the period of activity for which they are being considered.  

Nomination Details 

To maximise the chance of a nomination for a State Award succeeding, it is important that full documentation is provided, including: 

· a completed nomination form addressing why the person or team should be eligible under the criteria.
Nominations for State Awards can be made by any current financial member of Tenpin Bowling Australia, other than the individual being nominated.  
Consideration 

Any nominations will be first considered by the State Awards subcommittee, and if supported, shall be voted on at a general meeting of the Victorian Tenpin Bowling Association.
Any decision by the State Awards subcommittee or the Victorian Tenpin Bowling Association in relation to nominations for State Awards shall be final and no appeal can be made in relation to the decision and no correspondence will be entered into.  Decisions of the State Awards subcommittee and Victorian Tenpin Bowling Association will be based on a simple majority.  
The State Awards subcommittee 

The State Awards subcommittee shall consist of up to four members of which two, including the TBA State Manager, must be members of Victorian Tenpin Bowling Association Board.  The other two members of the subcommittee can be coopted from the current financial membership of Tenpin Bowling Australia.
Winners of a State Award 

Victorian Tenpin Bowling Association will: 

· send out a congratulatory letter, inviting the individual to be presented at the annual State Awards presentation; 

· arrange for the production of a plaque or medal and engraving;
· present, or arrange to present, the individual with the award at the Awards presentation or at another appropriate occasion;
· produce and maintain citations for the winner on the VicTenpins website and in any other future permanent home of Victorian Tenpin Bowling Association;
· maintain records and provide a permanent archival record of citations, nominations, photos and supporting information.  
Performances – Athlete and Team Nominees

It is essential that nominated athletes must have demonstrated ongoing achievements at an elite level, principally through the setting of records and / or medal placing (particularly winning) at events listed below. Performances and records may include those achieved as a member of a National or International team event.

· World
· International

· Oceania

· Australian

· State Championships

· Ranked Events

Excluded Athlete and Teams Performances

Performances in “Non Accredited” or non recognised competition by Tenpin Bowling Australia (TBA) or its affiliates will not be considered, but can be noted to provide a rounded picture of the individual or team in the sport.
Contributions – Administrators, Officials and Coaches
Substantial and outstanding contributions and achievements to the management and development of tenpin bowling as a result of exceptional personal effort and initiative are essential criteria for Administrators, Officials and Coaches nominee for the State Awards. 

Such contribution should principally be at local, regional or state level of the sport, however, contributions at a national level will be considered at a lower level.  
The following is a guide for the assessment of Administrators, Officials and Coaches contributions and achievements:
· extraordinary, inspirational and dedicated personal contributions to tenpin bowling and its development at a local, regional or Victorian level, beyond that normally expected; 

· outstanding contributions that have substantially moved or grown the sport and professionalism at a local, regional or state level; 

· innovative or pioneering approaches to the organization and management of tenpin bowling at a local, regional or state level; 

· contributions that have substantially enhanced the reputation or profile of the sport at a local, regional or state level; 
· contributions that have assisted the status of the local, regional or state level in the sport of tenpin bowling, more generally in Victoria.

Excluded Administrators, Officials and Coaches Contributions

Contributions to the management of other organisations prior to an Administrator , Official or Coach involvement in tenpin bowling, or contributions to the management of tenpin bowling will not be considered, but should be noted to provide a rounded picture of the individual in tenpin bowling and sport more generally.

Nominees Spanning Athlete and Administrators, Officials and Coaches Categories

Where a nominee to the State Awards under either Athlete or Administrators, Officials and Coaches categories has achieved significant athletic performances and made outstanding administrative contributions, the State Awards subcommittee may, at its discretion, accept slightly lower standards than for each nomination in isolation.  
Personal Qualities

This is an essential criterion for acceptance of a State Award. An individual or team nominated for either athlete or Administrators, Officials and Coaches membership, must have conducted themselves throughout their sporting career in a manner that brings credit to themselves, the Victorian Tenpin Bowling Association, Tenpin Bowling Australia (TBA) or its predecessor the Australian Tenpin Bowling Congress (ATBC).  
The ranges of personal qualities that must be exhibited by nominated individuals include: 

· integrity;
· exemplary sportsmanship; 
· affability; 
· respect for others; 
· support for the values of the sport and Victorian Tenpin Bowling Association, Tenpin Bowling Australia (TBA) or its predecessor the Australian Tenpin Bowling Congress (ATBC).
Individuals accepted into the Victorian Tenpin Bowling Association State Awards, must be able to be held up as positive role models for the sport of tenpin bowling.  
